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Somos Familia Valle and Helados Pops host the 1st LGBTQ Holiday Drive in
San Fernando
SAN FERNANDO, CA ‒ On Tuesday December 22, Somos Familia Valle welcomed more than
100 community members—as young as 4 years old—, local officials, activists, and students from
across the San Fernando Valley to the first LGBTQ-specific Toy, Book and Clothing Drive. Somos Familia Valle, the LGBTQ San Fernando Valley movement, partnered with local familyowned business Helados Pops to raise awareness about the staggering impact of family rejection
which is driving LGBTQ homelessness.
Participants also sent a collective loving response to homeless LGBTQ youth: “you are not
alone.” New supporters and hardened activists were both equally touched by the community response to this pressing need.
“I came to the event because I know a lot of youth especially during this time of the year are
struggling with family acceptance,” said Mexican-American Transgender youth activist CJ
Matthew Ryder. “A classmate who I consider my little brother was kicked out of his house when
he came out to his parents as gay. He was 17.”
“I don’t think it should matter what gender you are or what your sexual orientation is, I don’t
judge people based on that,” said 14 year-old African-American student Zecora who identifies as
a straight ally from Pacoima. “To all parents who are harsh to their LGBTQ children, I’d tell
them to love them unconditionally. They’re still your children.” she added.
Helados Pops’ Marthin Ken, “I think it is very powerful to see young people holding a sign that
says ‘In Benefit of Homeless LGBTQ Youth’. We want youth to know they have our support and
that we do it from the heart.”
Somos Familia Valle is a grassroots movement that promotes a healthier and safer San Fernando Valley
by empowering LGBTQ people and allies to engage in transformative dialogue and actions,
www.somosfamiliavalle.org
Helados Pops is a local family-owned business that has been a cornerstone of the San Fernando Valley
transformation, www.heladospopsicecream.com
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