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The Somos Familia Valle Movement Brings Acceptance and Allies Together
for The 2nd LGBTQ Youth Holiday Drive in The San Fernando Valley
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA ‒ On Tuesday December 13th, there will be a very special holiday drive
happening at a family-owned barber shop in the San Fernando Valley. Somos Familia Valle will be joining
forces with local businesses Crown’s Barber Shop, Helados Pops, Charmed By Natalie, and Manzanitas
Las Originales to continue elevating awareness about the support and acceptance that exists in the San
Fernando Valley for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) youth.
Neighbors who are proud LGBTQ allies will gather to send a strong positive reminder to low-income,
foster, and homeless trans, queer, and gender non-conforming youth: “you are not alone, you are not forgotten. We stand with you this Holiday season.”
“Growing up in the Valley, I was restricted about the gifts that I could ask for, based on gender norms
forced by my parents,” said queer youth organizer Roxy Rivas from Sylmar. “We are now creating change
by bringing our chosen families together to affirm that LGBTQ youth are worthy of feeling loved and
gifted, not forgotten or given a cold shoulder for who they are.”
“Not all places and families in the Valley are LGBTQ friendly,” shares 14 year-old student Kaden who
identifies as a queer Latinx youth from North Hollywood. “It feels great to realize that I am supported,
especially in the neighborhood where I live.” added the youth leader who is one of the founding members
of Somos Familia Valle’s LGBTQ Youth Council program.
Hosting venue owner, Cindy Corona is a proud ally, “There’s a lot of people who are getting kicked out of
home, great people meant to have a great future, but because of family rejection, the opportunity to have a
bright quality of life can get delayed or blocked. As a local barber shop, we are a team that welcomes
LGBTQ people as who they are, not as who we want them to be.”
“As an advocate and future educator of young children, I support LGBTQ youth because they are part of
our future. It’s critical for our youth to have caring and supportive people stand by them,” says Natalie
Barajas from San Fernando. “Like every unique jewelry piece we make, we believe every individual on
this Earth is also unique,” emphasized the young entrepreneur and owner of Charmed by Natalie.
• The 2nd LGBTQ Youth Holiday Drive: Tuesday, December 13th at 7 P.M. at Crown’s Barber
Shop, located at 6732 Lankershim Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91606.
Somos Familia Valle is a grassroots movement that empowers, trains, and mobilizes the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Trans, Queer (LGBTQ) community and supporters for racial, gender, and economic justice. It serves as a resource
for LGBTQ education, empowerment, and wellness in the San Fernando Valley.
www.somosfamiliavalle.org
###

